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PAGE 01 STATE 057669 
ORIGIN COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 EUR-12 ISO-OO EB-08 TRSE-00 OTPE-OO /029 R 

DRAFTED BY COM/OED/MEPD/GBURKE/LW 
APPROVED BY EB/OCA/CMAVHALL 
COM/OED/MEPD/LENGLESON 
COM/OED/MEPD/SMCONGER, DIRECTOR 
STATE/AF/W/B KIRKPATRICK (PHONE) 

STATE/EB/IFD/ODF/TPARKER (PHONE) 

STATE/EUR/WE/JSMITH (INFO) 

IBRD/HREYNOLDS (INFO) 

COM/OIM/PMICHELLINI (INFO) 

STATE/AF/EPS/LWHITE (INFO) 

160158Z 047949/73 

P 152216Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 057669 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BENC.IV.FR 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR MAJOR 
SWITCHING CENTERS 

REF: (A) ABIDJAN 1897; (B) STATE 037953; (C) STATE 027895 

1 . COMMERCE/MEPD HAS LEARNED THAT IBRD TEAM WILL ARRIVE 
ABIDJAN TUESDAY OR WEDNESDAY TO. AGAIN, PRESS GOIC TO 
SEE DETAILS OF CONTRACTS WITH FRENCH. DELEGATION, WHICH 
IS PLANNING TO STAY ABOUT ONE WEEK, WILL INCLUDE CHIEF OF 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DIVISION CHAKRA VARTHY VASUDEVAN, 

PROJECT OFFICER GERALD BUTEX, AND ASSISTANT TO DIRECTOR OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 057669 

PROJECTS FOR WEST AFRICA DONALD KING. 

2. OUR UNDERSTANDING ON PROJECT STATUS IS THAT ALTHOUGH 
COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER HAS SIGNED CONTRACTS WITH FRENCH, 
MINISTER OF FINANCE HAS NOT ADDED HIS SIGNATURE TO THE 
CONTRACTS. 
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3. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY CAN GLEAN ON 
VISIT AND ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR FOLLOW-UP ACTION. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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